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Graduate Student Emergency Assistance Fund

Purpose of Fund

This fund provides emergency short-term no-interest loans to graduate students in the Department of Sociology. It is intended to help graduate students when they have financial difficulties that have clear adverse effects on the ability to continue their education.  Loans should be repaid within six months and are restricted to less than $1000 unless the Executive Committee waives these rules.

Some types of students who might qualify for support include:

· Recent arrivals to the United States, who lack readily accessible currency to pay for basic items such as food, books, and housing.

· Individuals who have unforeseen medical expenses for themselves or their immediate family

· Students who must make emergency trips as a result of the death or illness of close friends or relatives

· Persons who have been victimized, such as theft.

· Individuals who experience unusual, unexpected short-term expenses related to their education, such as the purchase of equipment or expensive books that are necessary for classes.

The fund is not intended to provide support for the normal activities of being a graduate student or for the pursuit of employment or research opportunities.  Thus, money from the fund would not be used to cover the long-term daily costs of living or to pay for dissertation research or professional trips.

Application Procedures

Applications for the loans should be made in writing to the chair of the Department of Sociology.  The application should state the amount requested, the reason for the loan, and a plan to repay the money.

Once the chair has approved, the student must complete paperwork that is signed by the chair and submitted to Student Fiscal Services in Schmitz Hall.
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