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CURRICULUM VITAE 
 

KATHERINE BECKETT 
Smith M260 | Box 353565 | University of Washington | Seattle, Washington 98115 

(206) 543-4461 | kbeckett@uw.edu 
 
APPOINTMENTS AND AFFILIATIONS 

• S. Frank Miyamoto Professor, University of Washington, Department of Sociology, 2018-
2025 

• Professor, Departments of Law, Societies & Justice and Sociology, September 2009- 
o Affiliate Faculty, West Coast Poverty Center, 2011- 

o Faculty Associate, Center for Human Rights, 2009 - 

• Chair, University of Washington, Department of Law, Societies and Justice, 2019-2024  

• Associate Professor, University of Washington, Department of Sociology and Law, 

Societies & Justice Program, September 2001 - 2009 

• Assistant Professor, University of Washington, Department of Sociology, 2000-2001 

• Assistant Professor, Indiana University, Department of Criminal Justice, 1996 to 2000 

• Visiting Assistant Professor, University of Michigan, Department of Sociology, 1995-6 

• Assistant Professor, Cleveland State University, Department of Sociology, 1994-5  

 

EDUCATION 

• Ph.D., Department of Sociology, University of California at Los Angeles, June 1994  

• M.A., Department of Sociology, University of California at Los Angeles, June 1989 

• B.A., Department of Sociology, University of California at San Diego, June 1986 

 

RESEARCH INTERESTS 
socio-legal studies |   punishment and society | drugs and drug policy | restorative justice  

race and ethnicity | mass incarceration | inequality | poverty governance 

 

AWARDS AND HONORS 

• Galaxy Leaders Fellow, Galaxy Gives, 2026-28 

• Public Impact Award, Consortium of Social Science Associations (with Heather Evans), 
2020 

• Outstanding Mentor Award, Department of Sociology, University of Washington, 2020 

• Dorsen Presidential Prize for lifetime contributions to research on civil liberties and civil 

rights, American Civil Liberties Union, 2019 

• Champion of Justice Award, Washington Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers 

(WACDL), 2019 (with Heather Evans, Neil Fox, and Lila Silverstein) 

• Justice Award, University of Washington Center for Human Rights, 2019 (with Heather 

Evans) 
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• President’s Award, Washington Defender Association, 2019 (with Heather Evans, Neil 

Fox, and Lila Silverstein) 

• S. Frank Miyamoto Endowed Professorship, Department of Sociology, University of 

Washington, 2018-2025 

• University Beyond Bars Volunteer of the Year, Washington State Reformatory, 2017 

• Finalist, Outstanding Teaching Award, University of Washington, 2017 

• Washington State Academy of Sciences, elected to membership, 2016 

• Clarence and Elissa M. ("Lee") Schrag Endowed Faculty Fellow, 2013-16 

• Woman of Courage Award, University of Washington Women’s Center, 2014 

• Outstanding Public Service Award, University of Washington, 2014 

• Sociological Research Association (National Honor Society for Distinguished Sociologists), 

elected to membership, 2011 

• Finalist, 2010 C. Wright Mills Book Award for Banished: The New Social Control in Urban 

America (co-authored with Steve Herbert) 

• Best Course Award, 2007-8, University of Washington Pan-Hellenic Association, Sociology 

372: Crime, Politics and Justice 

• Associate Professor Research Fellowship, Walter Chapin Simpson Center for the 

Humanities, University of Washington, 2007 

• Justice Fund Fellowship, Open Society Institute, 2006-7 

• Outstanding Article Award, Political Sociology Division of the American Sociological 

Association, 1999-2000, “How Unregulated is the U.S. Labor Market? The Dynamics of 

Jobs and Jails, 1980-1995” (with Bruce Western) 

• Outstanding Article Award, Law and Society Association, 1999-2000, “How Unregulated is 

the U.S. Labor Market? The Dynamics of Jobs and Jails, 1980-1995” (with Bruce 

Western) 

• 1998 Article Prize of the Fritz Thyssen Foundation for Essays in the Social Sciences, “Der 

Mythos des Freien Marktes” (with Bruce Western) 

• UCLA Distinguished Teaching Award, University of California at Los Angeles, 1993 

• Dissertation Fellowship, University of California at Los Angeles, 1993-4 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

 

BOOKS 

Katherine Beckett. 2022. Ending Mass Incarceration: Why it Persists and How to Achieve 

Meaningful Reform. Oxford University Press.  

 

Katherine Beckett and Steve Herbert. 2010. Banished: The New Social Control in Urban America. 
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Oxford University Press. Published in the Crime and Public Policy Series.  

• Finalist, C. Wright Mills Award, 2011 

 

Katherine Beckett and Theodore Sasson. 2004. The Politics of Injustice: Crime and Punishment in 

America. Originally published by Pine Forge Press (2000). Revised and updated 2nd edition 

published by Sage. 

 

Katherine Beckett. 1997. Making Crime Pay: Law and Order in Contemporary American Politics, 

Oxford University Press. Published in the Crime and Public Policy Series, edited by Norval Morris 

and Michael Tonry. 

 

ARTICLES, ESSAYS AND CHAPTERS (*= PEER-REVIEWED; GRADUATE STUDENT CO-AUTHOR NAMES ARE ITALICIZED) 

 
Katherine Beckett. Forthcoming. “The Politics of Sentencing Reform in the Context of U.S. Mass 
Incarceration.” In the Edward Elgar Research Handbook on Penal Policy (edited by Alessandro 
Cordo).  
 
Katherine Beckett and Craig Reinarman. 2025.“Stigma is Not the Solution to the U.S. Drug Crisis.” 
Contexts (Spring).  
 
*Naomi Murakawa and Katherine Beckett. 2024. “Reflections on the Shadow Carceral State.” 
Theoretical Criminology 28, 4: 424-36.  
 
*Katherine Beckett. 2023. “Diversion and/as Decarceration.” Law and Contemporary 
Problems 86: 103-124. 
 
*Katherine Beckett and Allison Goldberg. 2023. “The Impact of Imprisonment in a Time of Mass 
Incarceration.” In Crime and Justice Volume 51: Prisons and Prisoners, edited by Michael Tonry 
and Sandra Bucerius (University of Chicago Press). 
 
Katherine Beckett, Monica Bell, and Forrest Stuart. 2023. “Beyond Harm Reduction Policing.” 
Chapter 10 in Drug Law Enforcement, Policing, and Harm Reduction: Ending the Stalemate, 
edited by Matthew Bacon and Jack Spicer. New York: Routledge University Press.  
 
*Collins, Devin, Katherine Beckett, and Marco Brydolf-Horwitz. 2022. “Pandemic Poverty 
Governance: Neoliberalism Under Crisis.” City and Community 22, 3: 195-219. 
 
*Forrest Stuart and Katherine Beckett. 2021. “Addressing Urban Disorder without Police.” Law & 
Policy 43, 4: 390-414. 
 
Monica C. Bell, Katherine Beckett and Forrest Stuart. 2021. “Investing in Alternatives: Three 
Logics of Criminal Legal System Replacement.” UC Irvine Law Review 11, 5: 1291-1326.  
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*Marco Brydolf-Horwitz and Katherine Beckett. 2021. “Welfare, Punishment and Social 
Marginality: Understanding the Connections.” Research in Political Sociology, Volume 28 (The 
Politics of Inequality, edited by David Pettinicchio), pp. 91-111.  
 
*Katherine Beckett and Lindsey Beach. 2021. “Understanding the Place of Punishment: 
Disadvantage, Politics and the Geography of Imprisonment in 21st Century America.” Law & 
Policy 43: 5-29. 
 

*Katherine Beckett and Lindsey Beach. 2021. “The Place of Punishment in 21st Century America: 
Understanding the Persistence of Mass Incarceration.” Law and Social Inquiry 46, 1: 1-31. 

 
*Katherine Beckett and Megan Ming Francis. 2020. “The Origins of Mass Incarceration: The 
Racial Politics of Crime and Punishment in the Post-Civil Rights Era.” Annual Review of Law and 
Social Science 16: 433–52. 
 
Katherine Beckett. 2020. “The Culture of Control Revisited.” Chapter 2 in Criminal Justice Theory: 
Explanation and Effects, edited by Cecilia Chouhy, Joshua C. Cochran and Cheryl Lero Jonson 
(New York: Routledge). 
 
*Katherine Beckett and Marco Brydolf-Horwitz. 2020. “A Kinder, Gentler Drug War? Race, Drugs, 
and Punishment in 21st Century America.” Punishment and Society 22, 4: 509-33. 
 
Katherine Beckett. 2019. Review Essay: “In and Beyond Misdemeanorland.” Criminal Justice 
Ethics 38, 3: 221-29.  
 
Katherine Beckett. 2018. “Review Essay: Mass Incarceration and its Discontents.” Contemporary 

Sociology: A Journal of Reviews 47, 1: 11-23 (January). Includes discussion of Hard Bargains: The 

Coercive Power of Drug Laws in Federal Court, by Mona Lynch (Russell Sage), Locked In: The True 

Causes of Mass Incarceration and How to Achieve Real Reform, by John Pfaff (Basic Books) and 

Sentencing Fragments: Penal Reform in America, by Michael Tonry (Oxford University Press). 

 
*Katherine Beckett, Lindsey Beach, Anna Reosti, and Emily Knaphus. 2018. “U.S. Criminal Justice 
Policy and Practice in the 21st Century: Toward the End of Mass Incarceration?” Law & Policy 40, 
4: 321-45.  
 
*Katherine Beckett. 2018. “The Politics, Peril and Promise of Criminal Justice Reform in the 
Context of Mass Incarceration.” Annual Review of Criminology 1: 235-59.  
 

*Steve Herbert, Katherine Beckett, and Forrest Stuart. 2017. “Policing Social Marginality: 
Contrasting Approaches.” Law and Social Inquiry 43, 4: 1491-1513. 
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*Steve Herbert and Katherine Beckett. 2016. “Banishment and the Post-Industrial City: Lessons 
from Seattle.” European Journal of Criminal Policy Research (June): 1-14. 
 
*Katherine Beckett, Anna Reosti, and Emily Knaphus. 2016. “The End of an Era: Understanding 
the Contradictions of Criminal Justice Reform.” ANNALS of the American Academy of Political and 
Social Sciences 664: 238-259.  
 
*Katherine Beckett. 2016. “The Uses and Abuses of Police Discretion: Toward Harm Reduction 

Policing.” Harvard Law & Policy Review 10: 77- 100. 

 

Katherine Beckett and Heather Evans. 2016. “Race, Death and Justice: Capital Sentencing in 
Washington State, 1981-2014.” Columbia Journal of Race & Law 6, 2: 77-114. 
 
Katherine Beckett. 2015. “Toward Harm Reduction Policing.” Contexts 14, 3 (Summer). 

 

Katherine Beckett and Steve Herbert. 2015. “Managing the Neoliberal City: ‘Quality of Life 

Policing’ in the 21st Century.” Pp. 349-356 in The Routledge Handbook on Poverty in the United 

States, edited by Stephan Nathan Haymes, Maria Vidal de Haymes and Reuben Jonathan Miller 

(New York: Routledge).  

 

*Katherine Beckett and Heather Evans. 2015. “Crimmigration at the Local Level: Criminal Case 

Processing in the Shadow of Deportation.” Law and Society Review 49, 1: 241-277. 

 

*Katherine Beckett. 2012. “Race, Drugs and Law Enforcement: Toward Equitable Policing.” 

Criminology and Public Policy 11, 4: 641-53. 

 

*Katherine Beckett and Naomi Murakawa. 2012. “Mapping the Shadow Carceral State: Toward 

an Institutionally Capacious Approach to Punishment.” Theoretical Criminology 16, 2: 221-44.  

 

*Katherine Beckett and Alexes Harris. 2011. “On Cash and Conviction: Monetary Sanctions as 

Misguided Policy.” Criminology & Public Policy 10, 3: 505-37. 

 

*Alexes Harris, Heather Evans, and Katherine Beckett. 2011. “Courtesy Stigma and Monetary 

Sanctions: Toward a Socio-Cultural Theory of Punishment.” American Sociological Review 76, 2: 

234-64. 

 

*Naomi Murakawa and Katherine Beckett. 2010. “The Penology of Racial Innocence.” Law & 

Society Review 44, 3/4: 695-730. 
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*Katherine Beckett and Steve Herbert. 2010. “Penal Boundaries: Banishment and the Expansion 

of Punishment.” Law and Social Inquiry 35, 1: 1-38. 

 

*Steve Herbert and Katherine Beckett. 2010. “This is Home for Us: Questioning Banishment from 

the Ground Up.” Social and Cultural Geography 11, 3: 231-45. 

 

*Alexes Harris, Heather Evans, and Katherine Beckett. 2010. “Drawing Blood from Stones: 

Monetary Sanctions, Punishment and Inequality in the Contemporary United States.” American 

Journal of Sociology 115, 6: 1753-99. 

 

*Katherine Beckett and Angelina Godoy. 2010. “A Tale of Two Cities: A Comparative Analysis of 

Security and Quality of Life Initiatives in New York City and Bogotá.” Urban Studies 47, 2: 277-

301. 

 

*Steve Herbert and Katherine Beckett. 2009. "Zoning Out Disorder: Assessing Contemporary 

Practices of Urban Social Control." Studies in Law, Politics, and Society 47: 1-25. 

 

*Katherine Beckett and Angelina Godoy. 2008. “Power, Politics, and Penality:  Punitiveness as 

Backlash in American Democracies.” Studies in Law, Politics and Society 45: 139-174. 

• Published in Spanish as “Poder, Política y Penalidad: La Punitividad Como Reacción en las 

Democracias Americanas,” Delito y Sociedad 33 (Premiere Semester 2012), pp. 9-39. 

• Published in Portuguese as “Poder, Política e Penalidade – Punitividade Como Reação nas 

Democracias Americanas.” Chapter 7 in Estado e Punitividade: Problemas de Governança 

Penal Democrática, edited by David Fonseca and Carlos Cañedo (Editora UnB, 2021). 

 

*Katherine Beckett and Steve Herbert. 2008. “Dealing with Disorder: Social Control in the Post-

Industrial City.” Theoretical Criminology 12, 8: 5-30. 

 

*Katharyne Mitchell and Katherine Beckett. 2008. “Securing the Global City: Crime, Consulting, 

Risk and Ratings in the Production of Urban Space.” Global Legal Studies 15, 1: 75-99. 

 

Katherine Beckett. 2008. “Drugs, Data, Race and Reaction: A Field Report.” In Being and 

Becoming a Public Scholar: A Road Map and a Manifesto, edited by Katharyne Mitchell. New 

York: Blackwell Publishers. 

• Also published in Antipode 40, 3: 442-47 (2008). 

 

Katherine Beckett and Steve Herbert. 2008. “The Punitive City Revisited: The Transformation of 

Urban Social Control.” Pp. 106-122 in After the War on Crime: Race, Democracy, and a New 
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Reconstruction, edited by Mary Louise Frampton, Ian Haney Lopez, and Jonathan Simon. New 

York: New York University Press. 

 

Katherine Beckett. 2008. “Democracy and its Discontents.” Contemporary Sociology: A Journal of 

Reviews 37, 2 115-188 (March). 

 

*Katherine Beckett, Kris Nyrop, and Lori Pfingst. 2006. “Race, Drugs and Policing: Understanding 

Disparities in Drug Delivery Arrests.” Criminology 44, 1: 105-138.  

 

*Katherine Beckett, Kris Nyrop, Lori Pfingst, and Melissa Bowen. 2005. “Drug Use, Drug 

Possession Arrests, and the Question of Race: Lessons from Seattle .” Social Problems 52, 3: 419-

41.  

 

*Katherine Beckett. 2005. “Choosing Cesarean: Feminism and the Politics of Childbirth in the 

United States.” Feminist Theory 6, 3: 251-275.  

 

*Katherine Beckett and Bruce Hoffman. 2005. “Challenging Medicine: Law, Resistance, and the 

Cultural Politics of Childbirth.” Law and Society Review 39, 5: 125-169. 

 

*Katherine Beckett and Theodore Sasson. 2004. “Crime, Politics and the Public: The Sources of 

Mass Incarceration in the U.S.A.” The Japanese Journal of Sociological Criminology 29: 27-49.  

 

Katherine Beckett. 2003. “Setting the Public Agenda: ‘Street Crime’ and Drug Use on American 

Politics.” In Drugs, Alcohol, and Social Problems, edited by James D. Orcutt and David R. Rudy 

(Rowman and Littlefield). 

• Also published in Essays on Criminal Justice, ed. by Marilyn McShane and Frank P. Williams. 

Garland Publishing Co., 1997. 

 

Katherine Beckett. 2002. “Culture and the Politics of Signification: The Case of Child Sexual 

Abuse.” In The Study of Social Problems: Seven Perspectives, edited by Earl Rubington and Martin 

Weinberg. Oxford University Press. 

 

Katherine Beckett and Bruce Western. 2001. “Governing Social Marginality: Welfare, 

Incarceration, and the Transformation of State Policy.” In Mass Imprisonment: Its Causes and 

Consequences, edited by David Garland. Sage Publications. 
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Katherine Beckett and Bruce Western. 2001. “Crime Control, American Style: From Social 

Welfare to Social Control.” In Criminal Policy in Transition: Criminal Policy Trends into the New 

Millennium, edited by Penny Green and Andrew Rutherford. London: Hart Publishing. 

• Also published in Crime, Inequality and the State: Criminal Justice in Late Modernity, 

edited by Mary Vogel (Chapter 9). New York: Routledge, 2007. 

 

Katherine Beckett and Bruce Western. 2001. “The Penal System as Labor Market Institution: Jobs 

and Jails, 1980-95.” In Penal Reform in Overcrowded Times, edited by Michael Tonry. New York: 

Oxford University Press. 

 

Katherine Beckett. 2001. “Crime and Control in the Culture of Late Modernity.” Review essay, 

Culture of Control, by David Garland and Crime and Social Change in Middle England: Questions 

of Order in an English Town, by Evi Girling, Ian Loader, and Richard Sparks. Law and Society 

Review 35, 4: 899-930. 

 

*Katherine Beckett and Bruce Western. 2001. “Governing Social Marginality: Welfare, 

Incarceration, and the Transformation of State Policy.” Punishment and Society 3, 1: 43-59.  

• Reprinted in Mass Imprisonment: Its Causes and Consequences, edited by David Garland 

(pp. 35-51). Sage Publications, 2001. 

 

Katherine Beckett and Theodore Sasson. 2000. “The War on Crime as Hegemonic Strategy: A 

Neo-Marxian Theory of the New Punitiveness in U.S. Criminal Justice Policy.” Pp. 61-84 in Of 

Crime and Criminality: The Use of Theory in Everyday Life, edited by Sally Simpson. Beverly Hills, 

CA: Sage Publications. 

 

*Bruce Western and Katherine Beckett. 1999. “How Unregulated is the U.S. Labor Market? Penal 

System as Labor Market Institution, 1980-1995.” American Journal of Sociology 104, 3: 1030-60. 

• Winner of the Distinguished Scholarly Article Prize, Political Sociology Section of the ASA 

(2000). 

• Winner of the Law and Society Association’s Best Article Prize (2000).  

 

Katherine Beckett and Theodore Sasson. 1998. “The Media and the Construction of the Drug 

Crisis in America.” Pp. 25-44 in The New War on Drugs: Symbolic Politics and Criminal Justice 

Policy, edited by Eric Jensen and Jurg Gerber. Cincinnati, OH: Anderson Publishers. 

 

*Bruce Western and Katherine Beckett. 1998. “Der Mythos des Freien Marktes” (“The Myth of 
the Free Market.”) Berliner Journal Fur Soziologie 8, 2: 159-180.  
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*Bruce Western, Katherine Beckett, and David Harding. 1998. “Systeme Penal et Marche du 

Travail aux Etats-Unis” (“The Penal System and Labor Market in the United States.”) Actes de la 

Recherche en Sciences Sociales 124: 27-36. Special edition: De L’Etat Social a L’Etat Penal [From 

the Social to the Penal State], edited by Pierre Bourdieu and Loic Wacquant.  

• Published in German as “Strafrechtssystem und Arbeitsmark in den Vereinigten Staaten.” 

Pp. 159-180 in Pierre Bourdieu (ed.), Der Lohn der Angst: Flexibilität und Kriminalität in 

der ‘Neuen Arbeitsgesellschaft (The Wages of Fear: Flexibility and Criminality in the 'New 

Work Society'). Universitätsverlag Konstanz, 2001. 

 

• Translated to Portugese in the Brazilian Journal of the Instituto Carioca de Criminologia,  

Discursos Sediciosos: Crime, Direito e Sociedade, 11, Spring 2002. 

 

*Katherine Beckett. 1997. “Managing Motherhood: The Civil Regulation of Prenatal Drug Users.” 

Studies in Law, Politics and Society 16: 299-325. 

 

*Katherine Beckett. 1996. “Culture and the Politics of Signification: The Case of Child Sexual 

Abuse.” Social Problems 43, 1: 57-76.  

• Reprinted in The Study of Social Problems: Seven Perspectives, edited by Earl Rubington 

and Martin Weinberg. Oxford University Press, 2002. 

 

*Katherine Beckett. 1995. “Media Depictions of Drug Abuse: The Impact of Official Sources.”  

Journal of Research in Political Sociology, Volume 7: 161-182.  

 

*Katherine Beckett. 1995. “Fetal Rights and Crack Moms: Pregnant Women in the War on 

Drugs.” Contemporary Drug Problems 22, 4: 587-612. 

 

*Katherine Beckett. 1994. “Setting the Public Agenda: ‘Street Crime’ and Drug Use in American 

Politics.” Social Problems 41, 3: 425-447.  

• Reprinted in Drugs, Alcohol, and Social Problems, edited by James D. Orcutt and David R. 

Rudy. Rowman and Littlefield, 2003 and Essays on Criminal Justice, edited by Marilyn 

McShane and Frank P. Williams (Garland Publishing Co., 1997.) 

 

Ivan Szelenyi, Katherine Beckett and Lawrence P. King. 1994. “Socialism and Alternative 

Economic Systems.” In A Handbook of Economic Sociology, edited by Neil Smelser and Richard 

Swedberg. Princeton University Press. 
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REPORTS 

Katherine Beckett and Kaitlyn Laibe. 2025. Left Behind: Juveniles and Emerging Adults Serving 

Long and Life Sentences in Washington. Seattle: The Seattle Clemency Project. 

 

Katherine Beckett and Allison Goldberg. 2024. Sentencing Reform in Washington State: Progress 

and Pitfalls. Seattle: The Seattle Clemency Project. 

 

Katherine Beckett, Allison Goldberg, and Marco-Brydolf-Horwitz. 2023. JustCARE: An Analysis of 

Housing and Other Outcomes. Seattle: The Public Defender Association. 

 

Katherine Beckett, Marco-Brydolf-Horwitz, Devin Collins, Allison Goldberg, Emily Knaphus-Soran, 

and Aliyah Turner. 2021. JustCARE: The Development and Impact of a Multi-Faceted Collective 

Impact Model. Seattle: The Public Defender Association. Available at 

https://coleadteam.org/justcare/ 

 

Katherine Beckett and Steve Herbert. 2021. Developing Restorative Justice as a Response to Hate 

Crime in Washington: A Proposal. Washington State Legislature. 

 

Katherine Beckett and Heather Evans. 2020. About Time: How Long and Life Sentences Fuel Mass 

Incarceration in Washington State. Seattle: The ACLU of Washington. 

 

Katherine Beckett and Martina Kartman. 2016. Violence, Mass Incarceration and Restorative 

Justice: Promising Possibilities. University of Washington Center for Human Rights and West 

Coast Poverty Center.  

 

Katherine Beckett. 2014. Seattle’s Law Enforcement Assisted Diversion Program: Lessons Learned 

from the First Two Years. The Ford Foundation. 

 

Katherine Beckett and Heather Evans. 2014. The Role of Race in Washington State Capitol 

Sentencing, 1981-2014. The Washington Appellate Project. 

 

 Katherine Beckett and Heather Evans. 2013. Immigration Detainer Requests in King County, 

Washington: Costs and Consequences. Northwest Defender’s Association.  

 

Katherine Beckett and Steve Herbert. 2008. The Consequences and Costs of Marijuana 

Prohibition. Report commissioned by the ACLU of Washington.  
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Katherine Beckett, Alexes Harris and Heather Evans. 2008. The Assessment and Consequences of 

Legal Financial Obligations in Washington State. Washington State Minority & Justice 

Commission.  

 

Katherine Beckett. 2008. Race and Drug Law Enforcement in Seattle. The Racial Disparity Project 

and the ACLU Drug Law Reform Project.  

 

Katherine Beckett. 2004. Race and the Enforcement of Drug Laws in Seattle. The Racial Disparity 

Project. 

 

BOOK REVIEWS 

Katherine Beckett. 2020. Book Review, Incarceration Nation: How the United States Became the 
Most Punitive Democracy in the World, by Peter Enns. New York: Cambridge University Press, 
2016. The American Review of Politics 37, 1: 133-8.  
 

Katherine Beckett. 2005. Book Review, Speaking of Crime: The Language of Criminal Justice by 

Lawrence M. Solan and Peter M. Tiersma (University of Chicago Press). Law and Society Review 

40, 3: 748-50.  

 

Katherine Beckett. 2005. Book Review, Arresting Images: Crime and Policing in Front of the 

Television Camera, by Aaron Doyle (University of Toronto Press). Contemporary Sociology 34, 2: 

166-8. 

 

Katherine Beckett. 2001. Book Review, Power, Politics, and Crime, by William J. Chambliss. 

Contemporary Sociology 30, 4: 398-400. 

 

Katherine Beckett. 1995. Book Review: Troubling Children: Studies of Children and Social 

Problems, edited by Joel Best. Contemporary Sociology 24, 4: 375-6. 

 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS 

Lisa Daugaard and Katherine Beckett. 2024. “Why Seattle’s Idea for Banishment in Crime ‘Hot 
Spots’ Won’t Work.” Seattle Times, August 20. Available at 
https://www.seattletimes.com/opinion/why-seattles-idea-for-banishment-in-crime-hot-spots-
wont-work/ 
 
Neil Gong and Katherine Beckett. 2024. “Housing First Can Work – If Done Right.” American 
Prospect, February 27. Available at https://prospect.org/health/2024-02-27-housing-first-can-
work-done-right/ 
 

https://www.seattletimes.com/opinion/why-seattles-idea-for-banishment-in-crime-hot-spots-wont-work/
https://www.seattletimes.com/opinion/why-seattles-idea-for-banishment-in-crime-hot-spots-wont-work/
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Katherine Beckett. 2022. “Shattering Broken Windows.” Inquest, July 13, 2022. Available at 
https://inquest.org/shattering-broken-windows/ 
 
Katherine Beckett, Forrest Stuart, and Monica C. Bell. 2021. “From Crisis to Care.” Inquest, 
September 2, 2021. Available at https://inquest.org/from-crisis-to-care/ 
 
Forrest Stuart and Katherine Beckett. 2021. “The Trinity Bellwoods Crackdown was not 
Surprising. But There is a Better Way to Respond to Encampments.” Special to The Globe and 
Mail, July 10, 2021. 
 

Katherine Beckett and Anjum Hajat. 2020. “With Coronavirus, Prison and Jail Sentences Could 

Become Death Sentences.” Seattle Times, March 31, 2020. 

 

Joanne Alcantara, Katherine Beckett and Martina Kartman. 2018. “Restorative Justice Works for 

Perpetrators - and Victims. Seattle Times, May 16 2018. 

 

Katherine Beckett. 2016. “Violence, Mass Incarceration, and the Myth of Monstrosity.” The 

American Prospect, August 18, 2016.  

 

Katherine Beckett. 2008. “Drugs, Data, Race and Reaction: A Field Report.” Antipode 40: 442-7. 

 

Katherine Beckett. 2000. “The War on Drugs.” In The Encyclopedia of Criminology and Deviant 

Behavior, edited by Clifton D. Bryant. Taylor and Francis. 

 

Katherine Beckett and Bruce Western. 1997. “The Penal System as Labor Market Institution: The 

Dynamics of Jobs and Jails, 1980-1995.” Overcrowded Times 8, 6:1, 9-13. 

 

Katherine Beckett. 1997. “Political Preoccupation with Crime Leads, Not Follows, Public 

Opinion.” In Penal Reform in Overcrowded Times 8, 5: 1, 8-11. 

 

GRANTS AND CONTRACTS 

West Coast Poverty Center, University of Washington. 2020. “Understanding the Impact of the 

Pandemic on Justice-Involved People without Stable Housing.” Principal Investigator.  

 

Public Defender Association, Seattle, Washington. 2020-23. “Exploring Alternative Approaches to 

Behavioral Health and Extreme Poverty: Promise and Challenges.” Principal Investigator.  

 

ACLU of Washington, Seattle, Washington. 2019-2020. “Understanding the Proliferation of Long 

and Life Sentences in Washington State.” Principal Investigator. 
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National Science Foundation, Law and Social Sciences Program. 2015-8. “The End of Mass 

Incarceration? Exploring the Contradictions of Criminal Justice Reform.” Principal Investigator, 

#1456180. 

 

Ford Foundation. 2013-14. “Seattle’s Law Enforcement Assisted Diversion Program: A Process 

Evaluation”. Principal Investigator. 

 

Paul G. Allen Family Foundation. 2011-14. “The Clean Slate Project.” Principal Investigator. 

 

Royalty Research Fellowship. 2012-2013. “The Shadow Carceral State: The Hidden Politics of 

Penal Expansion.” Co-PI (with Naomi Murakawa as Principal Investigator). 

 

ACLU Drug Law Reform Project/ Defender Association. 2007-8. “Race and Drug Law Enforcement 

in Seattle: An Update.” Principal Investigator. 

 

Washington State Minority and Justice Commission, 2006-8. “The Assessment and Impact of 

Legal Financial Obligations.” Co-PI (with Alexes Harris). 

 

Institute for Transnational Studies, University of Washington, 2006. “Whose Quality of Life?: 

Citizenship, Space and the Public in Contemporary Policing.” Co-PI (with Angelina Godoy). 

 

Institute for Ethnic Studies in the United States, University of Washington, 2006-7. “Assessing 

the Consequences of Intensified Urban Social Control for Seattle’s Racial and Ethnic Minorities.” 

Principal Investigator. 

 

Royalty Research Fund and Scholar Program, University of Washington, 2001-2. “Regulating 

Midwifery: Law, Medicine, and the Cultural Meaning(s) of Childbirth.” Principal Investigator. 

 

Grant-in-Aid of Research, Indiana University, 1999. “Regulating Midwifery: Law, Medicine, and 

the Cultural Meaning of Childbirth.” Principal Investigator. 

 

SELECT ACADEMIC PRESENTATIONS 

• “Sentencing Reform in Washington State: Progress and Pitfalls.” Law and Society Association 

meetings, San Juan, Puerto Rico, June 3, 2023.  

• “The Effects of Imprisonment in a Time of Mass Incarceration.” Virtual presentation, 

American Society of Criminology meetings, Atlanta, Georgia, November 17, 2022. 
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• “Ending Mass Incarceration.” Invited talk, Diversity and Justice Speaker Series, Department of 

Criminology, Law, and Society at UC Irvine, May 24, 2021.  

• “Ending Mass Incarceration.” Invited talk, Florida State University College of Law, April 8, 

2021. 

• “The Rise and Fall of the Death Penalty in Washington State.” Invited speaker in Race, Equity, 

and Justice series, Department of Sociology, Whitman College, April 2, 2021. 

• “Race and the Politics of Life and Death: Lessons from Washington.” Invited speaker, 

Columbia University School of Public Health, Sophie and Alex Rosner Seminar Series on Social 

Justice, October 23, 2019.  

• “Fixing the Broken Politics of Criminal Justice Reform.” Invited panelist, NYU Law Review and 

the Center on the Administration of Criminal Law’s Annual Symposium on Prisoner of Politics: 

Breaking the Cycle of Mass Incarceration, by Rachel Barkow. New York University School of 

Law, October 21, 2019.  

• “Race, Equity and Justice: The Role of Social Science Evidence in Criminal Justice Reform 

Efforts.” Invited talk, UW Tacoma’s Psychology Seminar Series, April 17, 2019.  

• “Race, Equity, and Justice: The Role of Social Science Evidence in Criminal Justice Reform 

Efforts.” UW Law School, Social Justice Tuesday, April 2, 2019.  

• “Race, Equity, and Justice: The Role of Social Science Evidence in Criminal Justice Reform 

Efforts.” Invited plenary talk, Santa Cruz Institute for Social Transformation, University of 

California at Santa Cruz, February 19, 2019.  

• “The Penology of Racial Innocence Revisited.” Invited plenary talk at the annual meetings of 

the Law and Society Association, Toronto, Canada, June 8, 2018. 

• “The Place of Punishment in 21st Century America: Toward the End of Mass Incarceration?” 

Presented at the annual meetings of the Law and Society Association, Toronto, Canada, June 

9, 2018. 

•  “The Place of Punishment in 21st Century America: Toward the End of Mass Incarceration?” 

Invited presentation in the Department of Sociology at the University of Miami, March 18, 

2018. 

•  “Violence, Mass Incarceration and Inequality: Understanding the Connections.” Invited 

presentation at the Harvard Kennedy School for conference entitled “Poverty, Violence and 

the Policy Response,” January 27-8, 2017. 

• “The Uses and Abuses of Police Discretion: Toward Harm Reduction Policing.” Invited 

presentation at Harvard Law School, February 11, 2016. 

• “The End of Mass Incarceration? Recent Trends in Criminal Justice Processing.” Presented at 

the annual meetings of the Law and Society Association, Seattle, Washington, May 29, 2015.  

• “The End of an Era? The Contradictions of Criminal Justice Reform.” Invited presentation at 

UC Irvine’s workshop on “Realigning Corrections,” October 18-19, 2014. 
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• “Unequal under the Law: The Impact of Federal Immigration Enforcement on Local Criminal 

Justice Processes and Outcomes.” Invited presentation at the Center for Law, Society & 

Culture, Indiana University, April 10, 2014.  

• “California’s Prison Realignment in Context: The Contradictions of Criminal Justice Reform 

across the United States.” Invited presentation at the West Coast Law & Society Retreat, 

Seattle, Washington, September 21, 2013. 

• “Drug Law Reform as Criminal Justice Reform?” Paper presented at the annual meetings of 

the Law and Society Association, Boston, MA, May 31, 2013. 

• “Mapping the Carceral State.” Invited presentation in UC Irvine’s Criminology, Law and 

Society Department. May 20, 2013.  

• “Banished.” Ann Lucas Lecture: Symposium on Banished, San Jose State University, May 10, 

2012. 

• “Drug Policy Reform and Racial Disparities in Criminal Justice.” Invited panel presentation, 

University of Washington School of Law, May 3, 2012.  

• “Mapping the Shadow Carceral State.” Hoffinger Lecture, New York University School of Law, 

April 23, 2012. 

• “Racial Disparities in the Washington State Criminal Justice System.” Invited presentation, 

University of Washington Law School, February 24, 2011. 

• “Banishment: Its Return and Consequences.” Invited talk at the Simpson Center, University of 

Washington, January 16, 2011.  

• “The Uses and Consequences of Banishment.” Invited presentation, Fairview College, 

Western Washington University, May 26, 2009. 

• “Banishment: Its Return and Consequences.” Invited presentation, University of Toronto, 

Criminology Centre, November 12, 2008. 

• “Banishment as Punishment.” Paper presented at the annual meetings of the Law and 

Society Association, Montreal, Canada, May 28-31, 2008.   

• “Banishment: Its Return and Consequences.” Invited presentation, University of California at 

Berkeley, Center for the Study of Society and Law, Jurisprudence and Social Policy Program, 

November 26, 2007. 

• “Securing the Global City: Crime, Consulting, Risk and Ratings in the Production of Urban 

Space.” Invited presentation at the Indiana University School of Law conference on 

Democracy and the Transnational Private Sector.  Bloomington, Indiana, April 12-13, 2007 

(with Katharyne Mitchell).  

• “Race, Punishment and Inequality: Broadening Our Agenda.” Invited presentation at the 

Stanford Law School conference on Race, Inequality and Incarceration. Palo Alto, California, 

April 11, 2007.   
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• “Racial Disparities in Drug Law Enforcement: Lessons from Seattle.” Invited presentation, 

Social Development Research Group, Seattle, Washington, February 1, 2007. 

• “The Return of Banishment?” Spatial Exclusion and Urban Social Control.” Invited 

presentation, ASA Thematic Panel, Boundaries in Crime and Punishment.  Annual meetings of 

the American Sociological Association, Montreal, Canada, August 10-14, 2006.  

• “Understanding the Expansion of the U.S. Penal System.” Invited lecture at the University of 

Bologna, Italy, Faculty of Law, March 14, 2006. 

• “Developments in Urban Social Control in the United States: The Case of Seattle.” Invited 

presentation, Emilia-Romagna’s “Safe Cities Project”, March 16, 2006. 

• “The Transformation of Urban Social Control.” Paper presented at the annual meetings of 

the American Society of Criminology, Toronto, Canada, November 15-19, 2005.  

• “The Punitive City Revisited: The Transformation of Urban Social Control.” Paper presented 

at the annual meetings of the Law & Society Association, Las Vegas, Nevada, June 1-5, 2005. 

• “Policing the City: Urban Politics and the War on Crime.” Invited presentation at the CUNY 

Graduate Center, New York, November 21, 2004. 

• “Policing the City: Urban Politics and the War on Crime.” Invited presentation, “After the War 

on Crime: Race, Democracy, and a New Reconstruction” conference, Boalt Hall, Center for 

Social Justice, University of California at Berkeley, October 21-3, 2004.  

• “Race, Drug Abuse, and Drug Arrests: Lessons from Seattle.” Presented at the annual 

meetings of the American Sociological Association, Hilton Hotel, San Francisco, Aug. 13-17, 

2004. 

• “Policing Drugs: Implications for Civil and Human Rights.” Invited paper presented at the 

“Human Rights from the Bottom Up” conference, University of Washington, April 3, 2004. 

• “Race and the Enforcement of Drug Laws in Seattle.” Invited presentation to the U.S. Civil 

Rights Commission, Monaco Hotel, Seattle, Washington, February 20, 2004. 

• “Reconstructing Childbirth: Law and the Cultural Politics of Midwifery.” Presented at the 

meetings of the Law and Society Association, Vancouver, B.C., May 31, 2002. 

• “Governing Social Marginality: Welfare, Incarceration, and the Transformation of State 

Policy.” Invited paper presented at “A Conference on the Causes and Consequences of Mass 

Imprisonment in the USA”, New York University Law School, February 26, 2000.  

• “Toward an Institutional Theory of Incarceration: Social Control, Welfare, and the 

Transformation of State Policy.” Presentation at the meetings of the American Society of 

Criminology, Toronto, Canada, November 17, 1999. 

• “Social Control, Welfare and the Transformation of the State.” Invited presentation at a 

conference entitled “Criminal Justice in Transition”, sponsored by the International 

Association of the Sociology of Law. May 15, 1998, Onati, Spain. 
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• “How Unregulated is the U.S. Labor Market? The Dynamics of Jobs and Jails, 1980-1995”. 

Refereed presentation at the meetings of the American Sociological Association, Toronto, 

Canada, August 11, 1997.  

• “Cracking the Edifice: News Coverage of the Cocaine Sentencing Dispute.” Refereed 

presentation at the meetings of the American Society for Criminology, Chicago, Illinois, 

November 21, 1996. 

• “Regulating Motherhood in the Family Courts: Pregnant Drug Users in the Family  

        Courts.” Presentation at the meetings of the Law and Society Association, Phoenix,    

        Arizona, June 16, 1994.    

 

SELECT PRESENTATIONS AND WEBINARS FOR LEGAL, POLICY, AND COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS 

• Invited presentations to the Washington State Supreme Court on topics related to 

sentencing policy and reform in Washington State, Washington State Minority & Justice 

Commission panel entitled “A Legacy of Harm: Examining the Impacts of Our Sentencing 

Paradigm,” June 12, 2024. 

• Keynote Address, “Restorative Justice: Promise and Challenges.” Expanding Restorative 

Justice in Oregon conference, April 16, 2024, Bend, Oregon. 

• Invited presentation, “JustCARE: An Analysis of Housing and Other Outcomes,” Seattle City 

Council Public Assets and Homelessness Committee, March 1, 2023. 

• Virtual Webinar: “Alternatives to Arrest.” Obama Foundation Reimagining Policing Pledge, 

November 17, 2021.  

• “JustCARE: The Development and Impact of a Multi-Faceted Collective Impact Model.” 

Seattle City Council Committee on Homelessness, May 26, 2021.  

• “The War on Drugs: The Damage Done and Options for Remediation.” Washington Bar 

Association CLE, May 18, 2021. 

• “Institutional Racism and Mass Incarceration.” Panelist, The American Civil Liberties Union, 

March 2, 2021. 

• “Co-LEAD: A Developmental Evaluation.” Seattle City Council, September 22, 2021. 

• “Mass Incarceration Reconsidered: The Drivers and Consequences of Long and Life 

Sentences in Washington State.” Legal Lunchbox Series, Washington State Bar Association, 

January 27, 2020. 

• “Using Social Scientific Data to Investigate Racial Disparities: Lessons from Gregory v. 

Washington.” Presentation to the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals Fairness Committee, Sept 27, 

2019. 

• “Understanding and Using Data on Racial Inequities in Washington State’s Criminal Justice 

System as a Tool for Effective Client Centered Advocacy.” Invited plenary talk at Washington 

Defender’s Annual Statewide Conference, April 26, 2019.  
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• “Constitutional Challenges Based on Arbitrariness and Racial Bias: Gregory v. Washington.” 

Invited presentation at the annual meetings of California Attorneys for Criminal Justice, 

Monterey, California, February 16, 2019 (with attorney Lila Silverstein). 

• “The End of Mass Incarceration?” Invited presentation to the University of Washington Board 

of Regents, May 14, 2015. 

• “Not Welcome Here: How Cities Criminalize Homelessness.” Invited presentation as part of 

the University of Washington’s Next Course Dinner Series, April 29, 2015.  

• “Legal Financial Obligations: An Overview.” Invited presentation at the Up from Debt 

National Convention sponsored by the Washington Community Action Network, March 14, 

2015. 

• “The Impact of Prior Drug Convictions on Sentencing Outcomes: Evidence from King County.” 

Invited presentation at the joint meetings of the Washington State Sentencing Commission 

and the Washington State Minority & Justice Commission, Seattle, Washington, September 

28, 2013. 

• “Mass Incarceration and the Re-Entry Problem.” Invited presentation to Seattle low income 

housing providers, March 14, 2013. 

• “Racial Disproportionality in the Washington State Criminal Justice System.” Invited 

presentation at the Washington State Judicial Conference, Vancouver, Washington, October 

2, 2011. 

• “Racial Disparities in the Washington State Criminal Justice System.” Invited presentation to 

Columbia Legal Services staff, June 15, 2011. 

• “Racial Disparities in the Washington State Criminal Justice System.” Invited presentation to 

the Washington State Supreme Court on behalf of the Task Force on Race and the Criminal 

Justice System, March 2, 2011. 

 

SIGNIFICANT OFFICES AND SERVICE ACTIVITIES 

 

UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON 

• Chair, Department of Law, Societies & Justice, 2019-2024 

• Dean’s Search Committee, College of Arts and Sciences, 2020-21 

• Elected Representative, College Council, College of Arts and Sciences, 2018-2020  

• Chair, Diversity Committee, Department of Sociology, 2018-19 

• Chair, Graduate Admissions Committee, Department of Sociology, 2018 

• Chair, Faculty Search Committee, Department of Law, Societies & Justice, Fall 2017 

• Chair, University Taskforce on Criminal and Disciplinary Records, Winter 2017 

• Director, Comparative Law and Society Studies (CLASS) Center, 2015-2019 

• Associate Chair, Department of Sociology, 2014-17 
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• Organizer, Criminal Justice Roundtable, West Coast Poverty Center, 2014- 

• Chair, Faculty Search Committee, Law, Societies & Justice Program, 2014 

• Standing Committee, Department of Gender, Women and Sexuality Studies, 2014-17 

• Faculty Representative to the Senate Committee on Planning and Budget, 2013-14 

• Member, Public Service Award Selection Committee, 2013-14 

• Undergraduate Program Coordinator, Department of Sociology, 2012-13 

• Steering Committee Member, Center for Human Rights, 2012- 

• Chair, Special Investigatory Committee, University of Washington, 2012-3 

• Member, Advisory Review Committee of the Dean of the School of Social Work, 2011-12 

• Chair, Colloquium Committee, Department of Sociology, University of Washington, 2010-

2011 

• Graduate Program Coordinator, Department of Sociology, University of Washington, 

September 2008 - June 2010 

• Graduate Program Director, Law, Societies & Justice Program, University of Washington, 

2004-2008 

• Executive Committee, Department of Sociology, University of Washington, 2002-4 & 

2008-10 

• Representative to the Faculty Senate, Department of Sociology, University of 

Washington, 2002-4 

 

OTHER PROFESSIONAL 

• Editorial Board, Contemporary Sociology, 2019-2020 

• Co-Director, Scholars Strategy Network Northwest, 2014 -2017 

• Planning Committee, Punishment and Social Control Collaborative Research Network 

(CRN), Law and Society Association, 2014-6 

• Member, Scholars Strategy Network, 2012- 

• Editorial Board, Law and Social Inquiry, 2012-2014 

• Chair, Article Prize Committee, Law and Society Association, 2011-2012 

• Organizer, Special Thematic Panel on Crime and Punishment, American Sociological 

Association, 2012 meetings 

• Advisory Board Member, Journal of Social Problems, 2011-2014 

• Program Committee, American Society of Criminology, 2010  

• Council Member, Sociology of Law Section, ASA, 2009-10 (elected position) 

• Board of Trustees, Law and Society Association, 2006-9 (elected position) 

• Chair, Nominations Committee, ASA Section on Crime, Law and Deviance, 2006-2007 

• Program Co-Chair, Annual Meetings of the Law and Society Association, 2006  

• Member, Distinguished Article Prize Award Committee, Sociology of Law Section of the 
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American Sociological Association, 2005 

• Steering Committee Member, American Society of Criminology, 2003-2005 

• Editorial Board member, Punishment and Society, March 2003- 

• Council Member, Crime, Law and Deviance Section, American Sociological Association, 

2003-2005 

• Book Review Editor, Punishment and Society, 1999-2002 

• Grant Reviewer, National Science Foundation, multiple years; Royalty Research Fund, 

multiple years 

• Manuscript Reviewer: American Sociological Review; American Journal of Sociology; 

Social Problems; Social Forces; Sociological Quarterly; Political Science Quarterly; Law, 

Politics and Society; Law & Policy; Journal of Policy Studies; Politics & Society; Criminology; 

Criminology and Public Policy; Law & Society Review; Punishment & Society; Law and 

Social Inquiry 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICE 

• Board Member, Look2Justice, 2021-2024 

• Sponsor, Black Prisoner’s Caucus, Washington State Reformatory, 2018-2020 

• Sponsor, University Beyond Bars, Washington State Reformatory, 2015 - 2020 

• Sponsor, Concerned Lifers Organization, Washington State Reformatory, 2014-2020 

• Stakeholder Panel, Seattle Jobs Assistance Legislation, 2013-14 

• Survey Steering Committee Member, Seattle Race and Social Justice Initiative, 2013-14 

• Commissioner, Seattle Human Rights Commission, 2012- 2014 

• Co-Chair, Research Working Group, Task Force on Race and the Criminal Justice System 

(a joint project of the University of Washington, Seattle University School of Law, and 

Gonzaga University), 2010-2012 

• Board of Directors, Harm Reduction Advocates, Seattle, Washington, 2007-2008. 

• Consultant, Racial Disparity Project, 2003 - 2010 

 

PODCAST PRODUCTION 

• Cited, co-producer, Superpredators Revisited 

http://citedpodcast.com/superpredator/ 

• Cited, research consultant, Exiled, Part I: A Year in New York’s Sex Offender Motel 

http://citedpodcast.com/rebroadcast-29-exiled-part-1-year-new-yorks-infamous-sex-

offender-motel - more-1166) 

• Cited, co-producer, The Story Behind America’s Mass Incarceration Experiment 

       http://citedpodcast.com/55-story-behind-americas-mass-incarceration-experiment/ 
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EXPERT WITNESS & CONSULTING EXPERIENCE 

• State of Washington v. Allen Gregory, No. 88086-7. Research, 2013 -2018 

• Dominic Hardie vs. NCAA. Research and Declaration, 2013-4 

• Muhammad Shabazz Farrakhan, (aka Ernest S. Walker), et al v. Gary Locke, et al. No. CS-96-

076-RHW. Research and Deposition, 2006-9 

• State of Washington v. Nelson. Research, 2006-8 

• State of Washington vs. Campbell. Research and Testimony, 2005-6 

• Regina Kelly et al v. John Paschall et al. No. W-03-CA-179. Rebuttal & Deposition, 2003-4 

• State of Washington v. Alfred K. Johnson et al. No. 00-07506-1 SEA. Research, 2003-4         
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