UW Department of Sociology Application FAQs

The initial application process is centralized through the UW Graduate School. The Graduate
School charges a fee of $90 (USD) to apply. Unfortunately, applicants studying on F or J visas
are not eligible for application fee waivers. Any questions regarding Application Fee Waivers
and International Applicant questions should be directed to their department. To contact UW
Graduate School, go HERE.

Department Requirements

Application open and close dates: Our application opens each year on September 1 and
closes on December 1. Admissions decisions are usually made by early March. Applicants
placed on the admission wait list will be notified as their status changes, up to the April 15
acceptance deadline.

Application Questionnaire and materials: Instead of a statement of purpose, we ask
applicants to answer questions about their academic and professional goals, and how their
experiences have prepared them for graduate study in sociology. Here are the questions for the
2025 application cycle (for acceptance in our Fall 2026 cohort), each is limited to 3,000
characters):

. Describe your professional goals and how you envision studies at the University of
Washington aiding in your progress toward those goals.

. What are your most important academic and/or professional qualities, and what do you
hope to improve upon in your graduate studies?

. Describe any past or current involvement in research. What motivated this research,
what was your role, and what did you learn in the process?

. Provide descriptions of two or more situations or activities in which you demonstrated
persistence and/or the ability to overcome adversity.

. Provide a brief description of a situation or activity in which you demonstrated leadership
and/or commitment to your community. This may include, but is not limited to, ways in
which you have contributed to diversity, equity, and/or inclusion in your community,
school, or workplace.

. Is there anything else you would like us to know?

. Do you have any additional funding (scholarships, fellowships, grants, etc.)?

Curriculum Vitae or Resume

Letters of Recommendation: We require 3 - 5 letters of recommendation. We suggest
applicants request these letters in a timely manner, at least a month in advance of the deadline.

Writing Sample: Submit a 5 -15 page paper (double-spaced) that demonstrates your ability to
clearly analyze and write about a social scientific topic. This can be an excerpt from a larger
paper. The 15-page limit does not include title pages and references.

Unofficial Transcripts: Submit unofficial transcripts from all previous institutions of higher
learning (colleges and universities).

GRE scores: At this time, we do not require a submission of a GRE score. This is subject to
change.
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Non-Native English Speakers: While the Sociology Department follows the guidance of the
UW Graduate School regarding the English Language Proficiency (ELP) Requirement and the
appointment of non-native English-speaking Teaching Assistants (TAs), for our program, you
must submit a passing language proficiency test if you are a non-native speaker or your
application will not move forward. The reason for this is because our main source of funding is
TA appointments and graduate students interact with undergraduate students on a regular basis
and must have proven language skills prior to entering the program. Please refer to

Policy 3.2: Graduate School English Language Proficiency Requirements for UW Graduate
School policy.

Research Specializations

UW Sociology is a research-focused department. Our faculty specialize in theory driven,
empirical research in a wide range of social topics. We disseminate the results in articles and
books, in our teaching, and other public fora. Faculty research is supported by UW
interdisciplinary centers as well as the department. Current research strengths include
demography and health, criminology, law and deviance, analysis of states, markets and
societies (which includes comparative historical sociology, economic sociology, social
movements, ethnic conflict and the sociology of religion), social inequality, migration studies,
and research design, statistical analysis and data-intensive social science. To see a list of our
departments strengths, go HERE.
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